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Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11

It is a beautiful Sunday morning here in Chula Vista. The sun is shining, you are all smiling, together we are singing God’s praises. The Chargers have a bye week, so even they cannot dampen the wonder of this morning. You have all had an extra hour of sleep. This is the kind of morning when we are reminded of the words of the Psalmist, praising God, “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!” Yes, sir, it is a beautiful morning.

Most Sunday mornings are like this here in Chula Vista. You all get dressed, we greet each other warmly, and things are very nice. Most Sunday mornings are like this in congregations all around San Diego. 

The question is: does what happens here on Sunday morning relate – at all – to what happens outside of this hour of worship? 

Last week, we looked at chapter 5 where Paul took the Corinthians to task for their failure to treasure the holy gift they had been given in the fellowship with one another by tolerating sexual immorality. This week, in chapter 6, Paul is still on this roll, absolutely aghast that believers are involved in a lawsuit against each other – for fraud. 

Does what happens here on Sunday make any difference in the outside world? 

As with last week, the lawsuit is a presenting issue of a larger problem in the church – that the Corinthians are proud of their own personal spiritual development without any regard to the condition of the collective body. They think they are doing well personally, regardless of how the overall church is doing.

Let’s be clear about what was going on in Corinth. First, Paul is not saying to “kill all the lawyers.” That was Shakespeare a few centuries later. Nor is he saying that all civil justice systems are bad. For example, Paul makes no reference and no prohibition about seeking recourse in the judicial system against non-believers. He is not saying justice cannot be found outside of the church. Nor is he saying that believers should not be engaged in worldly business ventures. He is really not saying anything about “them”— unbelievers – other than they are unbelievers. “They” are not the problem. The Corinthians themselves are the problem.

Paul is angry with the Corinthians. Make no mistake about it, Paul is not happy with how they are conducting themselves. He has been addressing their pride in chapter after chapter. Here, he drops sarcasm in the mix, “Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to decide between one believer and another?” That friends, is a direct critique of their “spiritual maturity.”

The story is told about “The Merv Griffin Show” a number of years back. Merv was kind of the Larry King of his day; actors would come on when they had movies to promote, authors when they had books, and other celebrities when there was something they wanted to get out. One time, Merv had on a body builder. These were the days before Arnold was the Governor, even before he was the Terminator, even before he was an actor. Bodybuilding was a relatively unknown sport at the time. Merv called the man out on stage. Merv was taken aback by the size of the guy. He asked, “Why do you develop those particular muscles?” The body builder simply stepped forward and flexed. He began doing all those poses that have become so cartoonish any more – which way is the beach? The crab, etc. – to the point that Merv asked again, “What do you use all those muscles for?” Undeterred by Merv’s questioning, the bodybuilder continued playing to the crowd and going through his poses. “But what do you USE those muscles for?” Merv persisted. The body builder stopped, looked at Merv, but did not answer. He seemed perplexed. He did not have an answer other than simply posing for others to admire. 

Our spiritual exercises--Bible study, prayer, reading Christian books, listening to Christian radio and tapes--are also for a purpose. They're meant to prepare us for the work ahead in God's kingdom, not simply to improve our pose before an admiring audience. 
1. The Church is a body of believers who have a function

The Corinthians’ lack of concern for each other was astounding to Paul; particularly in light of the awesome responsibilities they (and we) will share in the kingdom of heaven. You see, this is a huge part of why the Corinthian’s pride is so misguided: they have missed the joy that is theirs to have as citizens of the kingdom of heaven.

In this passage, Paul asks a series of “do you not know” rhetorical questions that are designed to tweak their intellectual pride and to walk the Corinthians down the road of all they are yielding when the succumb to these desires of pride to be considered better than each other.

First, he calls them saints. Those who have not been saved are unrighteous – not in terms of being unable to effect righteous decisions if the questions are posed to them, but in terms of their standing in the kingdom of God. As he will write to the Romans, righteousness is reckoned to us through faith in Jesus Christ. It makes no sense to take kingdom business – relationships among believers – to be judged outside the kingdom of heaven.


Second, he tells them that the saints will judge the world. So, not only is it error to take the business of the kingdom outside for judgment, it is opposite of how things are in the kingdom of heaven. Those in the kingdom will sit in judgment of the world, not the other way around.

Third, he tells them that they will judge angels. You may remember Psalm 8, which we have used as a call to worship and as a prayer in several worship services. “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what is man that you are mindful of him, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than angels, and crowned them with glory and honor.” Thus, the hierarchy: God, angels, man. Then, in the book of Daniel that we studied last summer, in chapter 7, there are indications that the saints will be a part of the court of heaven sitting in judgment of all of creation. The prophecy is related to the sovereignty of God. A little later in the chapter comes the description of the “Son of Man”, the title that Jesus took for himself. The upshot is that Jesus – in the incarnation – descended to humankind and then ascended into his role as the King of kings and Lord of lords. In-so-doing, he also made us co-heirs with him as part of this heavenly court.


So, for Paul, this series of questions is kind of his flourish of, “Are you kidding me?” Look at what you have, and you are wasting time and destroying each other for this? What’s the matter with you!

A few years ago, the few weeks between when I candidated here and when I began serving as the installed pastor, I had jury duty. I cannot say that I love jury duty, but I take it seriously and I do not try to get out of it. In some respects it is a nice break. I have been called three or four times since living in the San Diego area and have yet to even sit on a panel. I have had the same experience each time I have gone. In Vista, the courthouse in North County, there is a large room where all the potential jurors sit. After they go through the initial orientation, you sit and wait. No matter where I sit, I have been near people who have struck up conversations. It tends to be the same conversation: the competition among strangers for why they will never be picked to sit on a jury. Some know people in the District Attorney’s office, other people are related to police, the whole thing. Inevitably, it gets around to my story: I am a Presbyterian minister. (That usually gets a “Oooh, that’s a good one.”) And then I add, and I practiced law in Indiana. (Which normally gets a “that’s not fair, you are never going to get to stay.” 

But then, the conversation turns to what happens in a courtroom. Everyone wants to know what to expect, how they should prepare themselves, and how they should act. Those who have gone before tell about their experiences so that the new ones can be prepared. There is no personal gain, no selfish motivation, no profit to be taken from this sharing – instead, it is an example of self-less giving to make the body stronger.

That’s how it is supposed to be in the church, Paul says. Friends, think about it this way: when you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you received your jury duty notice for participation in the ultimate judgment with Christ of all of creation. How are you spending your time now to prepare for that job? 
2. The Church is a body of believers who belong to each other

Paul is particularly incredulous over the nature of the lawsuit between believers: one accusing another of defrauding him. Allegations of fraud and lawsuits among believers, Paul wrote, are a defeat by their very nature. It presumes that we hold anything separately. It presumes that we hold rights against one another. It presumes that somehow we have separate interests. 


Wrong, wrong, wrong. 

If we had video, Paul would be pinching the bridge of his nose and shaking his head. It makes no sense for Christians to be focused on material things and fighting over things that have no lasting value. 

Take heed of his last “do you not know” question: “that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God?” He follows the question with one of his lists of those who will not participate in the kingdom of God: sexually immoral (that is, those who defile their own bodies); thieves and others who abuse their relationships with others. In short, those whose primary aim is the satisfaction of their own desires regardless of the detriment to others – they will not inherit the kingdom of God. They are their own gods. Those who have repented and received Jesus as Lord and Savior have a different orientation. 


We belong to each other – meaning that we are accountable to each other. What is mine is yours because we are part of the same body. It is not because sharing is legislated, it is not because it is mandated, it simply is. How can there be lawsuits in the body? An arm cannot sue a leg for something they hold in common! At what cost the victory? At what cost the defense? 

The same problems exist today. Many of you know that there are substantial issues facing the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) – of which this congregation is a part. To make a long story short, after the last General Assembly in June, Fallbrook Presbyterian Church (one of the congregations of San Diego Presbytery) filed suit in civil court seeking a restraining order against any presbytery involvement in the congregation and asking for a judgment declaring complete ownership of the property and buildings. The leadership of Fallbrook Presbyterian Church wants to transfer membership into a different Presbyterian denomination (the EPC). Their argument is that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has left its biblical foundations and they can no longer remain. 

The problem is that they filed suit without talking to the presbytery first. They filed suit first, then came to a presbytery meeting and were surprised that their actions had injured the presbytery. 

Personally, I am grieved. 1 Corinthians 6 tells me that we are already defeated. I heard brothers and sisters in Christ from Fallbrook Presbyterian stand up and say, “This is not about you; it is about the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).” Maybe so, but the named defendant is the Presbytery of San Diego – in other words, you and me. I am unable to comprehend a mindset that argues, “We stand on Biblical principles, but we have to do this thing that the Bible says specifically not to do.” The only way to justify the action is to declare that the rest of us are not brothers and sisters in Christ. Like I said, these are people I know, people I have worked with and labored with, people I love – and they are now treating me as if I were not a Christian.  We have already been defeated. I grieve.


Friends, those who have repented and received Jesus as Lord and Savior have a different orientation: we have a kingdom of God orientation. The church is about building up one another. 
3. The Church is a body of believers who have been transformed.

Friends, spiritual maturity is not about how good we are. It is not about how far we have come. It is about who has come for us and where he is leading. We have been taken from death to life. We have been taken from despair into hope. We have been transformed.

We have been washed. We have been sanctified. We have been justified. And, to be clear, we have been washed, sanctified, and justified – not by our own doing, our own efforts, our own giftedness – in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

God is engaged in a process of transforming us into the creation He intends us to be. As the writer of Hebrews says, Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith. We are recipients of grace; our testimony is about what Christ has done in our lives. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me; I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.

Jesus meets us in our sin, to be sure. While we were yet sinners, Christ came and died for us. He who knew no sin became sin for us. But Jesus does not leave us in our sin, Jesus does not leave us alone to make our own way. He has given us His word (“I will never leave you nor forsake you,” “I am with you to the very end of the age”); He has given us his commands (“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself”) and He has given us the church so that we might grow in paths of holiness and be prepared for the work ahead in the Kingdom of God.

The church is to meet sinners where they are, but to be together in transforming one another, building up one another in holiness and righteousness. You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. We have work to do. We belong to each other. Act like it.

Amen.

8:45 Invitation to Table

10:00 Hymn
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