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How powerful is God? 


When put that way, we generally think or reply, “All powerful.” 

Yet when it comes to the day-to-day reality of our lives, do we trust God to be all powerful? This is what our text is about today. 

Hear our text: Mark 4:35-41

After a long day of teaching, Jesus tells the disciples to hop in the boat they had prepared for him and, “Let’s go to the other side.” Remember what Jesus was teaching, because this becomes important in understanding what is happening with the storm on the sea. Jesus has been teaching in parables. He has been talking about the Kingdom of God coming near. Remember the four steps that we saw in the parables Mark has included:

· The parable of the sower: the kingdom of God will receive a mixed reaction, only those with ears to hear will understand. Those with ears to hear are those whom Jesus has called to hear the explanations.

· The parable of the lamp: what is hidden will soon be made clear. God does not do things that will not be noticed. Those who can see will see wonders; those who refuse to see or do not see will have their joy taken away.

· The parable of the growing seed: The gospel will be proclaimed and will grow and will come to a time of harvest. God’s Word will be fulfilled.

· The parable of the Mustard Seed: the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God will come from this one small seed, and will happen in a marvelous way that is different than most people would expect.

With these and other parables, Jesus taught about how powerful was the Kingdom of God that he personally was ushering in. At this point, the twelve and the other disciples would have seen Jesus perform miracles – healing illness and commanding out evil spirit – and forgiving sins. He has shown that he has the authority to forgive sins as well as the authority to declare sins forgiven (that is, speaking for God) – powers exclusive to God.

So then, with all that as background, they get on the boat. 

This is where our story really takes shape. Jesus goes to sleep. He goes into a sound sleep. This is an important detail because it demonstrates his own confidence in the mission for which he had come. While the storm blows up and even experienced fishermen are frightened by the fury of the storm, Jesus sleeps. 

They wake Jesus up with a rebuke, “Don’t you care we’re dying?”

Jesus gets up and says to the ocean and to the wind – as if to wayward children, “Knock it off.” 

Then, he turns to the disciples and says, “Why are you afraid, Have you still no faith?” 

It is such a simple story, but it has a number of levels why it is important.

1. Jesus is sovereign over the storm.

Sure, it is an impressive story. Who among us can make a traffic light on Telegraph Canyon turn green faster by our verbal command? How many of us were able to break this summer’s heat wave by saying, “Cool it!”

Think about it: the first thing that happens after Jesus gives an extended teaching about the Kingdom of God drawing near? He shows his sovereignty over nature. The question we have asked about some of the earlier material in Mark seems less difficult to understand here: Why would Mark include this in the gospel? 

Remember, Mark’s point in this gospel is to raise up in us the question that the disciples ask at the end of this account, “Who is this?”

The power over nature is one of the hallmarks of God. How does the Bible begin, “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face o the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light” and “there was light.” God speaks and it happens.

In the story of Jonah, God uses the sea to offer Jonah the opportunity to repent – well, that would be how Jonah’s publicist would spin it. Yet the point is clear to Jonah and the sailors: as soon as Jonah is thrown overboard, “the sea ceased from its raging. Then the men feared the LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.” God is sovereign over nature. In fact, scripture even tells us, “The LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah.”

So when Jesus calms the sea with his command and the disciples ask the question, “Who then is this, that even the wind and sea obey him?” This is God – incarnate, in the flesh, Emmanuel, God with us.

As an aside, you cannot miss the reference to the Roman god, Neptune. Neptune was the god of the sea. He carried a trident, which had three prongs. He rode a dolphin or a horse. When the sea is rough enough to show white tops to the waves, these are called sea horses. Mark’s readers – the oppressed and persecuted believers in Rome – would have understood Jesus’ rebuke of the sea as an demonstration of his superiority to the Roman gods. 

So, Jesus can command nature and Jesus is more powerful than the gods of the Roman Empire. This gets us to the questions that Jesus asks the disciples, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?

2. Faith means believing that Jesus is LORD even when we encounter things bigger than us.

The temptation with this part of Mark’s gospel is to allegorize and personalize it too quickly. In other words, the temptation is to get to the part where we ask, “What are the storms in your life?” That will come; however, before we get there, we have to recognize that this account is more about Jesus than it is about us.

There are real storms in this world. Storms in life – whether physical, spiritual, emotional or whatever – effect us all. Storms come in many shapes and sizes. They are most frightening when the make us realize that our self-confidence is misplaced and that there are things that are much bigger than we are. It is tough to realize that the universe does not revolve around me.

For the disciples, even the fishermen were frightened of the sea and the wind. They were afraid for their lives and Jesus calls them on it. Later, after the resurrection, each of the disciples willingly lays down their lives in service to Jesus – that’s quite a difference.


You see, the storm in Mark’s gospel was a real storm. Storms are like that. There is something awesome and frightening about thunderstorms. I look back nostalgically on thunderstorms at home outside of Philadelphia when we were growing up. But when I think a little more, I also can remember the shock and sense of fear that rose up when the flash and loud clap of thunder came right on top of each other. Later, I can remember the fear that rose up when tornado sirens blew in Indianapolis and how out of control that felt.

If we look back in our own recent history, we can see example after example in the natural world where human beings were overwhelmed: Hurricane Katrina. The Tsunami. More locally, three years ago, the wildfires raged uncontrolled for days. It was scary seeing flames going up and down hills. It was scary seeing smoke blot out the sun. It was scary to the point that we were making phone calls to find out who was and was not ok; who was and was not evacuated. It was scary and devastating and tragic: in our congregation at Westminster, 16 year old Ashleigh Roach was killed by a flash-flood of flame. Allyson Roach was burned with second and third degree burns over 85% of her body.

The fires were real and they were bigger than we were. But the flames were not bigger than Jesus.

Faith means believing that Jesus is LORD even when we encounter things bigger than us. We wonder why God allows those kinds of tragedies, those kinds of losses, and that will be a mystery until we know face to face. However, it does not change the fact that Jesus is bigger than the storm. 

For Ashleigh’s family Jesus was their comfort through the storm. For Allyson through her multiple surgeries and trials and tribulations and her recovery, Jesus has been her rock and her hope. Their comfort came in these words from Romans 8: For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

That’s faith. Jesus rebukes the storm “Peace, be still,” and the wind and the sea obey.

For you, today, where do you find comfort when you encounter something bigger than yourself? Here’s where we get into the very practical and real part of your life: whether it is natural disaster like the fires, or personal relationships like the death or loss of a loved one; divorce, pressure to succeed, financial difficulties and uncertainties, whatever storms you encounter: where do you find comfort? 

Faith is not a simplistic denial that there are struggles and storms. Saying the name Jesus is not a magic talisman to make everything okay. Faith means placing our eternal trust – our hope for the thing we want most – in Jesus, rather than in any other source. We cannot control the weather. We cannot control each other. We cannot control the worldwide economy. We cannot control many, many things – yet, this is where faith can come in. If I am not able to provide for myself, whom can I trust? We can trust Jesus, whom even the sea and the wind obey.

Further, consider the storm of the consequences of sin. We are sinners. You and I, sitting here, if we are honest with ourselves and with each other, know that we have done things that are wrong. We have given into temptation – in fact, in many cases we have sought out temptation – and done things we would rather not admit. Yet, deep down in our souls, deep-deep down where we would care not to look, we know that there is going to be a reckoning, an accounting, for all of those things. If we start going down that road, we see the storm clouds rising and we start cringing. We get start getting scared. The closer we get to dealing with those things, the more we realize how completely inadequate we are. We are like Jonah, who knows that the sea is tossing because he is seeking to run away from God.

3. Worldwide Communion

What good news it is, then, when we consider the power of the sovereign LORD incarnate in Jesus Christ, how remarkable that this one would willingly submit to human judgment and die for our sins. He did not come to condemn but to save us. This is really the hallmark of the faith – this is the sine qua non, the without which not, the lynchpin – of our faith. 

Jesus – as we know but the disciples on that boat did not yet know – would step up and willing take the penalty of their sin for them. Who is this, that the wind and sea obey him; who is this, who confidently slept while others panicked? Who is this, who is worthy of our trust, who is able to do what only God can do? This is the same one who willingly gave his life for us that our sin might die with him, and rose again showing victory over death that we might have life with him.

We began this morning by asking, how powerful is God? “All powerful.” Powerful enough to say to the wind and the sea, “Peace, be still” and they obey. Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith? Friends, if you have never committed your life to Jesus, I invite you to do so this morning. I invite you to come forward and pray with one of our Gardener ministers and pray that sinners’ prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Receive his saving grace. Make him lord of your life. 

If you have faith, if you have that peace that passes all understanding knowing that your sins are forgiven, take this time to prepare your heart to come to the table that Jesus has set. Rejoice in the joy of the fellowship of the Holy Spirit as you are surrounded and share as children of God in the blessings of being a part of the kingdom of God. With believers all around the world, we come to this table to celebrate the one who is able to say to the things that frighten us, to the things that hold us in bondage, to the things that are bigger than we are, “Peace, be still.”

“And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’” In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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