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I. Intro

a. New year, new beginning

i. This is a moment when we assess our situation, when we consider what we’d like to do for the upcoming year.

ii. As a community of faith, have to take notice of the grading that has taken place, the work that is coming ahead, the transition that is taking place in the life of this congregation.

b. Text: Summation of Jesus’ early proclamation. Capstone of Mark’s introduction.

c. Sets out what Mark will be telling us throughout the remainder of the gospel.

II. Where we have been: “The time has come” or the “time has been fulfilled” or the “fullness of the time” illustrates Jesus’ “greater”-ness than John. Jesus, too, comes from the wilderness. Jesus, too, comes into Galillee. But Jesus comes not to prepare for another, but announcing that the time has come.

a. For generations, there was waiting. There was hoping, There was living with expectation.

b. John the Baptist was about remembering and preparing. With Jesus’ coming, no more waiting – it’s now. John’s being given over completes the predictive pattern for Jesus’ life and ministry. Just as John was given over, so Jesus would be handed over.

c. Advent season was about remembering and preparing. Even with Christmas’ coming, we live in a time of remembering and waiting. Yes, we have celebrated Christmas, but there is the sense in which – OK, now, why is the 2nd coming not happening? Are we deluding ourselves? Does any of this make any difference? How long, o Lord, how long? 

d. Well, this is where Jesus’ first sermon comes in: he gives us two declarative statements of fact and two imperative commands.

III. Where we are now: The Time Has Come (the first declarative)

a. Jesus’ statement is radical: The time has come.

b. Why important? Because it demonstrates that God is faithful to God’s promises – within time. What God promises actually happens. It may not be in the time we like or in the way we like, but that does not change the reality that what God promises actually happens.

c. Jesus  makes this announcement with a specific word: it’s a kairos moment. Kairos moments. Catalytic moments, turning points – it’s different than a chronological timeframe, like you would measure the blowing up of a balloon. 

d. Chronological time, you can see it filling up little by little. Last night, millions of people watched and waited and counted down for a little lighted ball to drop about forty feet to announce an event in chronological time. Jesus is talking about distinctly different. 

e. Breaking ground is a really good example. We have been participating in the program “Building God’s Community” for more than a year in the expectation that these things will happen. Two and a half months after we had the ceremonial groundbreaking and people were beginning to ask if anything was ever really going to happen. Well: the time has come. Now, it has happened. As anyone on the committee will tell you, “it’s not something we’ve accomplished, it’s something God has done.” In God’s timing, in God’s process, in God’s way. 

f. Now, if that sounds like over-spiritualizing the situation, consider what Jesus was saying, “The time has come.” No longer did the people have to wait for “the One who was to come,” Jesus is telling them, “I’m him. I’m the guy. I’m the One whom God has been promising.” It was shocking. It was jolting. Jesus was announcing that God was on the move within history, within their hearing, within their lifetimes. It was a kairos moment.

g. You can’t predict kairos moments, you can only prepare yourself to recognize and respond to them when they happen. Athletes study film, train, practice, and reflect on their experiences in order to recognize and respond when the unpredictable happens in the midst of a game. In that moment, everything changes. A great example for football historians is Franco Harris’ “Immaculate Reception” which changed not only the Pittsburgh Steelers, but the entire city of Pittsburgh. Why was it called an “immaculate reception”? The ball was thrown in desperation, overthrown, bounced about ten yards backwards from a receiver and defender, and was picked up inches off the ground by Franco Harris and run in for a touchdown. Even the announcers had a difficult time figuring out what happened. But Harris had trained, practiced, and used his experience to recognize what was happening and react. 

h. That catch, that touchdown, that win revitalized a city that had long-suffered the loss of its collective soul when the steel mills closed. 

i. So it is with the coming of Jesus. And the question for us is, “Are we prepared?”

IV. Prepared for what? Where we are going? We are going where Jesus is leading; that is: The Kingdom of God is Near (the second declarative).

a. Not a political statement, it is a statement of sovereignty. In fact, the Aramaic phrase is more properly translated as “the sovereign authority of God”

b. Jesus announces the action God is taking. The expression of God’s sovereignty must be understood as a call to spiritual arms; that is, God’s people are living into the kingdom.

c. Donald Bloesch’s description of the Kingdom (Last Things, p. 71)… 
“The kingdom of God is commonly defined in Christian tradition as the rule of God in the hearts of his people. Yet in the fuller biblical understanding this kingdom is not simply the reign of God but also the realm where his reign is acknowledged. In this sense the kingdom is not something static but something dynamic. It signifies a realm that is constantly expanding until it engulfs the whole of creation. This idea of the kingdom of God advancing in the world is captured by Calvin: “As the kingdom of God is continually growing and advancing to the end of the world, we must pray every day that it may come: for to whatever extent iniquity abounds in the world, to such an extent the kingdom of God, which brings along with it perfect righteousness, is not yet come.””

d. All we have to do is turn on the television to see where and how iniquity abounds in the world. We see God rejected and selfishness celebrated. We see idols left and right. We see people misusing the name of God. We see the encroachment of secular society on God’s time and domain. We see parents ridiculed and ignored, or encouraged to abandon their responsibilities to their children. We see and hear about murder. We see adultery encouraged. (Is this list beginning to sound familiar?) Stealing comes in many forms, from looters to corporate raiders. Lying is simply a form of business to gain an edge. Coveting? Well, don’t we need a better house – like that guy’s – or a better wife – again, like that guys – or servant, or property? Where is the kingdom of God in the midst of all that?

e. Jesus is sounding the trumpet. He’s issuing the call. It’s the “I’m leading the way; come, follow me! Who’s with me?” invitation to participate. Basically, he’s asking, “Who’s ready?”

f. Frankly, this is GOOD news. It means that God is going to fully reveal his sovereign rule over all creation. 

V. So what? What does that mean for me? For us? Repent and Believe the Gospel.

a. We move from informing to commanding. Jesus is telling them – and us – to do these things NOW.

b. Urgency – and this is an element with which we struggle. “Yes, yes, we know…” “The second coming hasn’t come yet, why should we worry about it now?” 

i. The urgency is not to predict when God will choose to act; the urgency is to be prepared for when God DOES act.

ii. Remember: Jesus’ words, “The time has come,” tells us that God will act.

c. Repent:

i. Repentance means turning away from the things that come between us and God. These are usually the things we don’t want to include in our New Year’s Resolutions. 

ii. What is it that you are holding onto, what is it that you are waiting to see if God will do before you trust him?

1. Have you ever received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Have you prayed the sinner’s prayer, “Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner?” As we prepare for this table, we are reminded of the cost paid in order that we might repent of our sins and enter into the fullness of life God has intended for us. 

2. If you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, what is it that is binding your faith? Is it fear of what others will think? Is it concern over the time that it might take? Are you willing to be honest with yourself AND with others AND with God about your finances? About your ambitions and desires? About your sin? That’s repentance.

d. Believe in the good news of the gospel.

i. Left undefined in Mark’s gospel for now. It will be fleshed out – literally – in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus is declaring victory over death. Right up front. He is declaring victory over sin. Right up front. He is calling us into a vital, joyous, vibrant relationship with the living God. Right up front. How awesome is that?
ii. It is awesome and it can only be understood in the context of Jesus’ own coming; the fulfillment of the God’s plan and promise. The command of Jesus to “believe” is not an encouragement to think of Jesus as an option to be considered. He is not one of among many from which to choose. 

iii. Jesus is declaring to the people: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jesus is saying to them, There is no other name under heaven given among men by which you must be saved. Jesus commanding, “Come, follow me.” The question for each one of us is, “Will we?” I pray that our answer is “Yes, Lord. Here I am. Send me.”

Conclusion: So, as we look ahead into this new year, let us take time to remember where we have been, to see where God has brought us, and to look forward to participating in what God is doing. 

· Let us proclaim, “This is the day, this is the year, that the LORD has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

· Let us repent of those things that would bind us to the kingdoms of this world and deny our inheritance as children of the kingdom of heaven, and 

· Let us boldly proclaim the good news of the gospel as we live into the reality that God is creating among us.

The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent. Believe the good news of the gospel.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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