“Seeing God”
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Exodus 24

I. Intro

a. Tell story

A. Group meal

B. Moses called up farther, to get tablets

C. Moses and Joshua begin the trip, telling the elders to rule in his absence

D. The presence of the Lord settles onto the mountain.

b. Who is whom

A. Moses and Aaron we know

B. Nadab and Abihu (He is Father) are Aaron’s sons.

1. Part of Priesthood

2. Leviticus 10 (worth looking at for a moment):  Among those who approach me I will show myself holy; in the sign of all the people I will be honored.”

C. The Seventy elders (appointed leaders)

c. This could be the end of the story, the part where “and they lived happily ever after,” should come in.

II. We see God on God’s terms, not ours

A. God summoned them (Exodus 3:7-12)

1. 400 years of slavery, generations

2. Called via an exile, 

3. Called to come and worship – it’s the sign of God’s presence with them.

B. God delivered them (14:13-20; Exodus 20)

1. Plagues demonstrating power

2. Rescue from Egypt

3. Manna and water – it’s the sign of God’s provision for them.

4. Covenant (10 commandments).

C. God calls them up

1. Moses and leadership

2. Drawing closer for God’s purposes

3. Freaks people out. Presence is awesome. Fire, clouds, noise.

D. We’re not in control – this is God’s story, not ours. We’ re players in it.

1. Their story is like ours. We struggle, we complain, we wonder what it all means and whether it’s fair.

2. We get called and wonder whether we can trust the God who calls us?

3. We are drawn near and then get overwhelmed by God’s bigness.

III. We are overwhelmed when we see God (bigness of God)

A. Reminded of our position – they can describe only the footstool; in large part in terms of his footstool as large as the sky

B. Can’t grasp God’s fullness nor his glory (can’t see his face…)

C. We tend to get complacent until we see how completely we are not in control

a. They are surprised that they are not dead!

D. Digression: (Hurricane Katrina) – 

a. Every two years, been preaching after a disaster of some sort that brings us up short. We wonder “where is God in all of this?” Perhaps now, the question we ought to be posing – since we are trying to figure out how to be a blessing to those in need – is “where are we in all of this?” 

b. It is important to note: God is bigger than hurricanes. God is bigger than floods. God is bigger than fire. God is bigger than airplanes running into buildings. 

c. In a time of tragedy, consider the promises that Paul gives us in Romans 8: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

IV. We often miss God when he does show. (immanence)

A. Service on God’s terms:

a. Restaurant – overzealous help. “God, I want to serve you now. This is what you need now.

b. Do we have patience to wait upon the Lord? (can you receive a gift? Can you wait to receive a gift?) Children on xmas morning.

B. This story is about the bigness and awesomeness of God. God is drawing us closer. 

C. John 14:8 ff; John 1:18

D. Unrecognized goodness. (vocabulary: Praise God.) Why do we shrug off the blessings as fortune and chance while blaming disaster on God? 

a. Good to cry out to God in time of need

b. Also good to praise God in time of blessing.

E. Communion table – 

a. Small and immanent yet transcendent beyond our ability to comprehend.

b. In part, a sign of God’s presence with us

c. It’s a meal, a sign of God’s provision for us

d. It’s a covenant, a sign of God’s redemption of us

e. It’s a mystery, a sign of God’s awesome wonder – the transcendent creator of all that is who comes to us in the person of Jesus Christ, to die for us so that we might share a meal in the kingdom of heaven with him.

