“We’ll Be Happy When…”

Exodus 20:17; Matthew 13:44-46

August 7, 2005

I. Intro

a. Wrapping up series on Ten Commandments

i. How did we get here? 

1. Liberation from slavery

2. Journey through the desert to Sinai to worship.

3. Gathering at the base and Moses goes to top

ii. What is relationship all about?

1. First four – loving God

2. Next five – loving neighbor

3. Final: summing up both kinds: “Just as the first commandment, “You are to have no other gods,” provides the foundation for the covenantal relationship, so this tenth commandment, “You are not to desire for yourself…”describes the foundation for the severance of covenantal relationship.”

II. Don’t Covet

a. What does “covet” mean? From BDB (Hebrew Lexicon)

i. Desire, take pleasure in

ii. In a bad sense of inordinate, ungoverned, selfish desire; lustful desire. Idolatrous tendency. 

b. Difference between coveting and jealousy

i. Coveting is lusting after something someone else has

ii. Jealousy is fear that someone will take something you have.

c. Difference between coveting and appreciation

i. Motivation, which is why this is often is the first step towards breaking other commandments.

ii. If we are happy for the other and do not desire to take happiness away for our own benefit, that’s good.

iii. Tendency, however, is one of two things:

1. “I won’t be happy if I don’t have…”

2. “I’ll be happy when I do have…”

d. All things identified are fleeting/passing (worthless idols)

i. Joseph’s story: ups and downs. Steward of what he was given.

ii. Older people we admire: how many because of their stuff versus the character they have. 

iii. John Schultz.

III. Collective as well as individual

a. Church buildings and/or programs

i. “We’d be great if…” better preacher, better programs, better stuff. 

1. It becomes all about us

2. Do we look good, are we impressive?

ii. “Why can’t we be more like…” 

1. It becomes all about someone else

2. Why are they better, why are they more impressive?

b. One thing of eternal value

i. Matthew parables

ii. The message we have to proclaim is what is important. Marks of the church from the Scots Confession: Word rightly preached, sacraments rightly administered, discipline rightly effected (where by we encourage virtue and discourage vice).

iii. We have a unique testimony to share

1. No one else can do that for us

2. No one else can tell our story of salvation better

3. We cannot tell anyone else’s story of salvation

4. We cannot rely on someone else to tell the story of their salvation

c. For whom are we praying

i. The building is not a monument. It is not an idol. People will not (and we should not allow) worship of the building.

ii. The building is not home to programs we must maintain. We are more than a social agency, more than a producer of programs to be consumed.

iii. We have a message to proclaim and all the stuff needs to be used for the purpose of the proclamation of that gospel in word and deed. Everything we have needs to be used for the purpose of equipping the saints of the church to do the work of the church; that is, to help grow Ambassadors for Christ for God’s glory and to build up this community.

iv. We are building for people who are not yet here. Your friends, my friends, who do not know Christ as savior. We are praying for people we do not know; that God would use this place – these things – for the purpose of bringing people to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

IV. How do we not covet?

a. Focus: Story of race: fastest and straightest

i. One looks at feet

ii. One puts one foot on other

iii. One walks backwards

iv. One throws himself towards the goal he pursues.

b. Remember: evaluate everything in light of salvation: the cost of which was cross and resurrection

1. Ten commandments begin with a remembering of what God has done for us.

2. We remember that Christ died for you and me. That’s the treasure in the field, the pearl if great value. We have eternal life as a gift of God’s grace; as a result of what God has already done for us.

V. Conclusion: Remembering into eternity

Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? If so, it is important to remember that treasure in the field, that pearl of great value. 

If not and the Holy Spirit is at work convicting your heart this morning, I would invite you to pray seeking the comfort and assurance that comes with salvation. Come and meet with our prayer team on the prayer patio after the service.

Do not covet: it means remembering who God is and who God has called you to be. 

That relationship is better and more important than wealth (your neighbor’s house), it is better and more important than sex (your neighbor’s wife); power (your neighbor’s servants); more important than possessions (ox or donkey).

Salvation through Jesus Christ is better than all of those combined, so why pin your happiness on those things? Instead, remember that in your salvation you have been invited to the great wedding feast, the great banquet, at which those whom God has called will be received as adopted children of the King. 

We gather at this table to remember that Christ has died and risen so that we can come to the great banquet. We gather at this table to remember the hope that we have in Jesus Christ – that we are already received in grace into eternity.  Here and now, then and forever, we have so much! If so, then how much time do we have to covet stuff others have? If so, how important is their stuff?


“And God spoke all these words, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” Amen.

