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I. Intro
a. Return to 10 commands
b. Impact of Christ (radical re-understanding)
c. Paul’s understanding of the Law

i. Community to which he wrote (Jew/Gentile)

ii. 4th of July connection (creating new nation): have eyes to see the revolutionary nature of God’s work in this context?

II. Calvin’s Three Uses of the Law
a. It admonishes believers and urges them on in well-doing
i. Purpose of sermon series: we are not saved because we obey the law; we obey the law because we are saved.
ii. Calvin: Believers have need for the law – it is the best instrument for them to learn more thoroughly each day the nature of the Lord’s will to which they aspire and to confirm them in the understanding of it.
1. Many of these things seem like common sense: don’t kill, don’t steal, don’t lie. 
2. Yet, as we have preached on them, how many have you broken in one way or another? We’re only at #6 and I’m batting 1.000. (Or 0.000, more accurately). And you?
iii. Consider these illustrations: 
1. Car racing – into the pits for refueling and adjustment. The team gathers, makes adjustments, communicates, and then sends the car and driver out on the mission. Are we that different in worship?
2. Karate Kid – spends days doing household chores. Wax on, wax off, paint the fence; learning how by doing.  Complains until shown why important – then knows. Christ shows us why the Law is important; how we are to be children of God.

b. It is a protection of the community – two ways.
i. Calvin: it is a protection of the community from unjust men and it is a deterrent to those not yet regenerate (keeps them safe)
ii. Provides standards for community to measure behavior and to respond when those standards are not kept. Don’t kill, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, don’t covet – these are things that help the community protect itself and grow.
iii. Calvin points out that the Law is a protection of man from man where each is touched with sin. He also notes – and this is just awesome because I would not have seen it – that it also protects the person who has not yet believed. Why are non-believers aware or why do non-believers even care what the Ten Commandments are? Could it be that God is at work in their hearts – “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
iv. This is why Ten Commandment cases are so interesting .
1. It’s likely that these cases will be heard at the Supreme Court level for a generation now based upon the case-by-case review that is necessary.
2. No matter how the cases are decided or what “establishment” means according to a majority of the Supreme Court, it is worth looking at the passion and resources involved in these cases.
3. Symbolically, the message given is that humans are competent and sufficient to establish their own law (i.e., the knowledge of good and evil). That there are monuments has not demonstrated that we are any more likely to give heed to God, but the energy to remove pre-existing monuments and to eliminate even the mention of them as a factor in our historical development seems to say that the Constitution is designed to protect us from God.
v. Denominations and Supreme Court nominees moving back towards a time of the judges. This movement is natural and rational in human terms.
1.  It is based on the anthro-centric assumption that humanity is basically good. That leads to the conclusion deviations from that goodness can be worked out. 
2. However, Scripture – and history – demonstrate that humans following their own natural tendencies tend to accomplish murder, mayhem, and madness. 
c. The law shows the righteousness of God, and as a mirror discloses our sinfulness, leading us to implore divine help.

i. Paul’s language: slave to sin.

1. Writing to a community that was trying to understand what it meant to be “Christian.” 

2. Paul’s writing on the law is not an indictment of the law – his criticism amounts to the understanding that the law is not Christ – and Christ is sufficient for our salvation. 

ii. Calvin: God’s righteousness and a mirror.  

iii. The law is like a mirror and not like Photoshop.

1. I have noticed that when most people look at themselves in the mirror, they see flaws first. 

2. Many of us wish that we could Photoshop our mirrors, painlessly altering this, fixing that, airbrushing off a few pounds, taking the red-eye out, etc.

3. The Law pierces all of our attempts to gloss over, to blur, to deny, to ignore our sin. In this mirror, we are bluntly reminded of our failure and we see what we do not want to see: sin.

iv. Observation:

1. Paul is aware that he sins. He knows the Law. He sees it. He recognizes it. He fights it. He hates it. He struggles against it. He agonizes because he cannot beat it. We are slaves to sin.

2. We need to recognize our sinfulness. This is hard for us to do. We don’t like it. We try to hide from it. We try to deny sins power in our lives. We don’t want to see how we are slaves to sin.

3. Confronted with it, we cry out like Paul: “Wretched man that I am, who will rescue me from this body of death?”

III. Answering and Invitation to the Table
Paul’s question is answered. “Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

In Christ, we see God’s righteousness fulfilled.

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”

Our sins are not glossed over. Our sins are not Photoshopped away.

They are washed away. They are washed away in the blood of the Lamb. The law points out with devastating clarity our need for a savior. It drives us to the place where we plead from the depths of our being for a savior.

Christ Jesus is that savior. Today, as we gather around this table, we are invited anew to remember – to remember how God has provided a savior for us. We are drawn to this table. We are invited to this table as children of God, not because of our own efforts to be righteous but because Jesus Christ has made us righteous.

We are made new people. We are made a new people. We can declare our independence from the law of sin and death; we can answer the question, “Who will rescue me from this body of death?”

 Only one. That is Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior.

Thanks be to God, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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