I. Intro

A couple of preliminary notes:

Pentecost is the birthday of the church. It is the beginning of the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise in Acts 1:8: “You will be my witnesses to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” It is the fulfillment of the promise made by John the Baptist (recorded in Luke 3 by the same author as the book of Acts) “The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

Second, Pentecost is ordinarily the Sunday of the year dedicated to specifically preaching and teaching about the Holy Spirit. Acts 2 has a lot going on in it – much of it a remarkable testimony to the movement of the Spirit. We are going to read parts of Acts 2 this morning. However, instead of trying to cover it all, we are going to focus on two words, “But God…”

Never were two more apt words spoken. Those two words sum up an awful lot of theology.

But: meaning “however” or “even so” or “contrary to what you might expect” or “just when you thought you had everything figured out, something else happened.”

And, 


God. This story is about God. This narrative – like our own narrative – may look like a story about Peter and the apostles; yet, it has to be seen as the revealed presence of the living God. It 

II. But God 

a. Acts 2:1-13

b. Acts 2:22-24

c. Acts 2:36-39

III. Accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs.

a. God is not subtle. What would it take for you to believe?

i. Throughout the gospels, sign after sign. Miracle after miracle. Wonder after wonder. First part of Mark.

· Mark 1:27: “The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, ‘What is this? A new teaching – and with authority!’”

· Mark 2: Jesus heals a paralytic: “This amazed everyone and they praised God saying, “We have never seen anything like this!’”

· Mark 4: Jesus calming the storm, ”The disciples were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him.’”

· Mark 5: Jesus heals the demon-possessed man “Legion”: “And all the people were amazed.”

· Mark 6: “When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did this man get these things? They asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles?”

ii. Note what Peter is doing here. He is not trying to win an argument. He’s explaining what is real. He is bearing witness based upon what he has seen. He doesn’t have to prove God, God’s already done that.  All he is doing is pointing out what God has done. He has eyes to see.

b. As you yourselves know.

i. We know. Sometimes we want to fight, but we know. Throughout our lives, there is sign after sign. Miracle after miracle. Wonder after wonder.

ii. Randy Yenter, pastor down at Spring Valley, tells the story about his wife who was severely ill about a year ago. She was in the hospital and developed sepsis – a systemic infection that is life-threatening. Over the course of an evening, her body was being destroyed by this infection. The doctors infused her with antibiotics in a desperate effort to save her life. She survived the night and the fever subsided. The next day, the doctor came into her room and clasped her by the sides of her face. The doctor said, “What do you have that we do not have?” Randy’s wife shook her head, not understanding. The doctor continued, “The antibiotics we provided were for a different infection than you had; therefore, we did nothing to help you. You should not have survived – what do you have that we do not?” Randy’s wife said, “Jesus.”

IV. Handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge.

a. Human efforts cannot thwart the will of God

b. When humans put God in a box, the inevitable result is one in which they do not recognize the real God and they try to protect the fake by destroying the real. This is not just something we can point the finger at the Pharisees. 

c. Pentecost shows that God is not utterly reasonable by human beings. We cannot domesticate God through the power of our minds.


V. But God…raised him from the dead.

a. This does not make sense from a human perspective. If the story was told from a human perspective, we would not be able to suspend our disbelief – as we do with movies and fairy tales.

b. But from God’s perspective, death does not hold him; death does not have the last word. God is able to do what we are not.

c. Consider the change in the Apostles:

i. In Acts 1:8, they have heard from Jesus, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses to Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

ii. After watching Jesus ascension, for the remainder of the chapter, they go into a committee meeting to replace Judas. The impression is that they were involved in those internal negotiations for about a week. This does not look like the recipe for an evangelistic outreach program. 

iii. But God…opens their eyes, opens their mouths, opens their hearts to proclaim the gospel to all with ears to hear.

iv. Their lives were changed, their hearts were opened, their tongues could not be restrained from sharing what they had seen and heard and done in Christ.

d. Has faith changed your life? 

i. Is the gospel good news to share or a burden to carry by yourself so you don’t impose on others?

ii. Is the name Jesus Christ 

iii. Here’s the comfort: God’s purpose will not be thwarted by our failure.

iv. Here’s the conviction: We will grieve for the opportunities we failed to share God’s love.

e. We are moving toward a time when every knee shall bow – on heaven and earth and under the earth – and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

VI. Conclusion

 The message of Pentecost is the message of the Holy Spirit: “Be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 


It’s not a magic trick. It’s not a mass hallucination. It’s not wishful thinking. This is what God has done. This is what God proclaims. This is what God’s glory is. 

God has made this Jesus, who was crucified, both Lord and Christ.

The consequence of Pentecost is the birth of the church, which is called to share the good news, making disciples of all nations, baptizing in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that Jesus has commanded.

In human terms, we can look at Pentecost and say, “Yes, that explains why the church was born.” That’s probably all we can do with our own human strength.

But God…But God… But God…makes us witnesses of the resurrection. 

But God can convict us of our own sinfulness and our need for the savior he has provided.

But God can make us proclaimers of salvation. 

But God can make us love one another as we love ourselves. 

But God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Friends, Pentecost is about the Holy Spirit moving to convict hearts of the power and love of God to salvation. How can you have assurance of this salvation? If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. That’s the message, that’s the promise, that’s our hope. Amen? Amen.

