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I. Intro

a. Story of Covenant

i. Back to Exodus 24 – feast of the covenant, confirming. 24:3 “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” 24:7 “Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.’”

ii. Longer story:

1. People in slavery in Egypt, crying out for help

2. Moses sent to deliver

3. Plagues, showing God’s sovereignty over all imposters

4. Delivered through the Red Sea

5. Provides water and food for the people

6. Then, gathers them at Sinai for covenant.

b. Four or five sermons in here; only going to cover a few things:

i. First, people are prone to evil, prone to break the covenant and prone to make idols.

ii. Second, God’s response to breaking the covenant is real, severe, and consistent with his holy nature.

iii. Third, Moses – who intercedes on behalf of the people and aligns himself with them – is consistent with God’s salvation plan as revealed throughout Scripture.

II. The people are prone to evil; prone to break the covenant; prone to make idols

a. Golden Calf

i. People spooked because Moses is away for a long period of time.

ii. They can see the presence on the mountain, they can remember what God has done for them in the immediate past; yet, they are impatient and demand for their leaders to make them like other nations.

iii. They are frustrated by the intangible nature of God; that is, a God they cannot conjure up, control, or in any way handle as a peer. They want these man-made gods to meet their needs – as they perceive. 

iv. Also, not last time golden calf appears; remember another time? After Solomon dies, kingdom splits into Northern and Southern Kingdoms and the Northern Kingdom erects to shrines with golden calves – one in the north and the one in the south. Note: the northern kingdom is destroyed first and completely.

b. Disney (Archaeologists from the future: what would they say about Americans)

i. Two shrines: one on the East Coast, one on the West Coast.

ii. Pilgrimages to these shrines considered a privilege, honor, and duty (ex: At sporting events, the victor claims the privilege “I’m going to Disney!”)

iii. Power claimed (The Magical Kingdom)

iv. Human reaction (Happiest Place on Earth) (really? Expensive and ever been there with kids?)

v. Perpetuated by: educating children. Videotapes, movies, myths, and characters.

vi. Icon-image: Mouse

Thus, paying homage to the mouse and having him go before them was considered to be a good thing.

Thus, whether or not you agree that Disney is the American Religion, we see that until and unless we consciously and intentionally seek to be faithful to God, we are prone to evil, prone to break the covenant and prone to make idols for ourselves.

III. God’s response to breaking covenant is real, severe, and consistent with his holy nature.

a. Some of the hard words of Scripture.

b. What had they done wrong? 

i. Sought to worship God on their own terms – not on his. 

ii. Rejected his sovereignty, his authority to declare how he was to be worshipped.

iii. Sought to re-image God, to re-shape him into something they liked; preferring to try to change God than to allow themselves to be changed.

iv. Same is true today: even within the mainline churches, the effort is being made to try to change God rather than obey God.

1.  A number of years ago, it was stated as boldly as “Re-imagining God.” That movement remains alive and well within denominational circles, denying the consequence of sinfulness and proclaiming only a loving, tolerant God.

2. Scripture, instead of revealing God’s salvation purpose and history, is relevant only to the extent that it encourages us to love; the other sections talking about how God is to be worshipped can be safely ignored.

v. It would be a mistake to take comfort in God’s patience. Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” is right: 

“There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God.” – By the mere pleasure of God, I mean his sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, restrained by no obligation, hindered by no manner of difficulty, any more than if nothing else but God’s mere will had in the least degree, or in any respect whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked men one moment.”

c. Covenant provisions:

i. Abraham in Genesis 15: May it be to me as with these if I break the terms of this covenant.

ii. Levites: go among the people and slay those who were involved in the rebellion.

iii. Consider how clearly Moses must have seen the LORD and how terrible breaking the covenant must have been for him to actually GIVE the order to the Levites. Then, he praises them, “You have been set apart TO the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day.

d. Death is a severe consequence of sin. Yet, it has been the consequence since the beginning and we do ourselves no favors to pretend that sin has no consequence. 

e. Death to that which does not glorify God is inevitable because his sovereign, holy kingdom will be without blot or blemish. 

f. God’s response to breaking covenant is real, severe, and consistent with his holy nature.

IV. Moses intercedes on behalf of people and aligns himself with them 

a. He is already with God and, therefore, able to intercede on their behalf. 

i. Where do we spend our time? 

ii. How will God recognize us when we intercede on behalf of others if we have to spend time introducing ourselves?

b. Look at his arguments for why God should relent

i. None say that the people are right

ii. Reminds him that the LORD brought the people out of Egypt

iii. Talks about how his salvation reputation would be tainted if the people wiped out.

iv. Reminds him that he promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel)

v. Words that the people could not have spoken – intercedes on their behalf. (Importance of prayer, by the way)

c. Joins himself to the people 32:30-32

i. You have committed a great sin. I will go up to the LORD. Perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” Then, confesses exactly what they have done and says, “Please forgive their sin – if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.”

ii. LORD reiterates the consequence of sin. He calls Moses to lead the people. 

d. Moses is a foreshadowing of Christ who was to come.

i. Christ intercedes on behalf of the people – look at the prayers we have recorded, particularly the High Priestly Prayer in John 17.

ii. Christ aligns himself with the people. Emmanuel, God with Us. His birth, life and baptism. Four Servant Songs in Isaiah speak of his suffering for our sins.

iii. Christ atones for us. “May it be to me as with these if we break the covenant.” Not just words, he lives it out – faithfully. Not just a magic trick, he really walked the walk, really suffered, really died, really buried. His body was really broken for us. His cup really is the cup of the new covenant sealed in his blood for the forgiveness of sins.

V. Invitation to the table

a. Why do we come to the table?

i. Because we are prone to evil, prone to break the covenant, and prone to make idols.

ii. Because God’s judgment is severe, direct, and very very real.

iii. Because Jesus told us: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son so that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

iv. Because we are invited by Jesus, who willingly took on our sin, received our punishment in full, and calls us to join him, “Doing this in remembrance of him.”

b. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

Let us prepare our hearts for this meal.
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