Micah

Following Jonah in our walk through the Minor Prophets, we come to Micah. Micah was a prophet in the Southern Kingdom, Judah. He was active during the last days of the Northern Kingdom, Israel, as they were about to be defeated and taken into exile by the Assyrians. In his self-introduction Micah described his time as being during the times of three kings in Jerusalem, the capitol of the Southern Kingdom: Jotham (742-735 B.C.), Ahaz (735-715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (715-687 B.C.). The Northern Kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians in 722 B.C.

There are several Micah’s in the Bible. This prophet Micah is mentioned only twice in the Bible; once here and once in Jeremiah 26:18, which tells us that Micah predicted the fall of Jerusalem during the Hezekiah’s kingship. Micah’s name means, “Who is like Yahweh?” We do not know much else about him – his father is not identified, his occupation is not listed (in fact, he is not even called a prophet), and the only other fact is the small town from which he came, Moresheth. 

A quick read through the seven chapters of Micah can be confusing, as he alternates between describing God’s judgment and mercy. God’s judgment was expressed against the people for corruption of heart and practice. God’s mercy was given in the great words of hopefulness and deliverance by a messiah. 

a. Micah saw greedy men dispossessing the poor. (2:2, “They covet fields, and seize them: houses, and take them away; the oppress householder and house, people and their inheritance.” 2:8 “But you rise up against my people as an enemy; you strip the robe from the peaceful, from those who pass by trustingly with no thought of war. The women of my people you drive out from their pleasant houses; from their young children you take away my glory forever.”) 

b. He saw corrupt rulers who were guilty of cruel oppression and miscarriages of justice. (3:1-3, “Listen, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel! Should you not know justice? – you who hate the good and love the evil, who tear the skin off my people, and the flesh off their bones; who eat the flesh of my people, flay their skin off them, break their bones in pieces, and chop them up like meat in a kettle, like flesh in a caldron.” 3:9-11 “Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob and chiefs of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who build Zion with blood and Jerusalem with wrong! Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, its priests teach for a price, its prophets give oracles for money; yet they lean upon the LORD and say, ‘Surely the LORD is with us! No harm shall come upon us.’ Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height.”)

In a classic passage (6:1-8), YAHWEH makes his opening argument in a case against his people: 

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.  “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”   

 “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  
c. Micah declares that God himself is the source of our deliverance from judgment. 
Perhaps the most famous passage in Micah comes from chapter 5:2-5, 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 
Hundreds of years later, scholars would use this passage to provide Herod with the answer to the question of the Magi about where the Messiah would be born. 

What should we take from Micah today?

1. God cares how we treat one another. 

Micah took aim at people who separated their relationship with God from their relationship with others as if the two were not connected. He specifically cited how the rich were taking advantage of the poor. His criticisms seem very modern. Micah would say to us that God cares how we treat each other. He would affirm what the Apostle John wrote, “Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.” 1 John 4:20. 

God does not want empty words in worship. If what happens on Monday or Thursday is different than Sunday, then our faith is not on a sure foundation. It is foolish to act as if faith were something distinct from how we act. Faith in Christ means abiding by his commands, which includes how we treat one another. There is not an aspect of our life that stands outside the rule and command of the Lord. How we treat each other is an outworking of how we treat God, and whom we believe God has created us to be.

We are stewards of the blessings God has given us. Society may give us “rights,” but God is calling us to treat one another as he has treated us. God requires us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with him – all of this without mentioning our rights at all.  

2. We must place our trust and hope in God

Micah used the Northern Kingdom, Israel, as an object lesson for Judah. He listed the progression of the Assyrian army’s march through the cities of the Northern Kingdom as an illustration of how faithlessness would draw God’s judgment. 

Even so, God’s steadfast love would be realized through God’s judgment. The day will come when, “the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it and many nations shall come and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’”

Ultimately Micah’s message was not new. It was a call to repentance for failing to abide by the greatest commandments: Love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.

