Essential Tenets

Week 6b

SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

One of the teenagers in your congregation is having a lot of problems. She is having arguments with her parents, she appears sullen and distant when she is in worship. She does not get along with her friends any longer. You are friends with the family and silently grieve as this situation seems to be getting worse. Then, one Thursday afternoon, you stop into a coffee shop. You have about an hour before you have to meet a business associate. You sit down and notice that this girl is sitting nearby. She’s staring into nothing. You wonder if you should go over to say something and, as you are debating in your mind, she makes eye contact with you. She approaches you and says, “I just want to let you know that I’m leaving. You’ve always been nice to me, so I thought I’d tell you before I go. I can’t go to that church anymore – I feel like such a hypocrite. The stuff I’ve done, there’s no way that God (if there is one) could ever forgive me. So, I’m going somewhere else and going to start new. Anyway, thanks for being nice.” She lingers for a moment and so you quickly ask her to sit down and spend a little time with you. She does.
