Essential Tenets

Week 4

JESUS CHRIST – INCARNATION OF THE ETERNAL WORD

Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human. In the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal Son of God uniquely entered human history and became a real human being. He is truly the Word of God (John 1:1-3)—that is, the perfect and culminating expression of God’s mind and heart, of God’s will and character— present in the intimate fellowship of the Holy Trinity from eternity and fully engaged with the Father in the work of creation and redemption.

Becoming human, Jesus was “all of God in a human body” (Colossians 1:19) and “God with us” (Matthew 1:23)—a living tabernacle of God’s holy presence, “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14-18). His divine-human identity is corroborated by the true witness of scripture—in his divine conception and virgin birth, in God’s own testimony concerning Jesus, in Jesus’ supernatural works of healing and deliverance, in his obedience to the point of sacrificial death, and in his bodily resurrection from the dead, ascension, and exaltation. He is now Lord over everything in creation.

The early church in the creeds of Nicea and Chalcedon accurately interpreted and expressed the apostolic testimony concerning Jesus—fully God and fully human. The significance of this is: in Christ we are dealing with God himself; in Christ we have a human being who truly represents us.

Jesus Christ is God’s only Mediator between God and humankind and God’s unique agent for the salvation of the world. He is also the perfect expression of what humanity was designed to be. In his complete obedience, he became the representative Human Being, a second Adam, modeling for us human life and offering to God on our behalf human life that is rightly in God’s image—reflecting God’s glory in a wholly submitted life of steadfast love and righteousness.

This same Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, as attested in scripture, is to be the center of the Christian Church’s proclamation, worship, discipleship, and mission. As we eagerly and prayerfully anticipate that “he will come again to judge the living and the dead” and to establish God’s righteous kingdom in fullness and perfection, we say, “Come Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20)

Scripture

Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31-35; John 1:1-3, 14-18; Romans 5:18-19; 2 Corinthians 5:19;

Colossians 1:15-20; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 John 4:2-4

Confessions

Nicene Creed 1.1-1.2

Westminster Confession of Faith 6.044

Confession of 1967 9.07-9.08

Brief Statement of Faith 10.2

What Is Not Affirmed

Any doctrine—

• that affirms the deity but not the full humanity of Christ, or the humanity but not

Christ’s full deity (as, for example, the Jehovah’s Witnesses do);

• that asserts that Jesus was an inspired or extraordinary or holy man, but was merely human in nature and not the incarnation in history of the eternal Son of God;

• that attempts to supplement the authoritative revelation of the Old and New Testament scriptures concerning Jesus Christ and proposes a corrected or revised revelation of Jesus (as, for example, the Book of Mormon and Mormon teaching do);

• that discounts or discredits as untrue or as myth all or portions of the New Testament record concerning Jesus;

• that does not affirm as biblical and true the death of Christ as the central saving act of our Christian faith, or

• that asserts that Jesus is merely one example, however noteworthy, of a divinely approved or divinely enlightened life;

• that asserts that Jesus is one Mediator between God and humankind among other religious options or among other spiritual or enlightened teachers or mediators;

• that contends that the Jesus Christ attested by scripture is essentially and significantly different from the historic Jesus of Nazareth;

• that misrepresents Jesus’ mission in terms compatible with pantheism or as a message of human self-fulfillment and divine self-realization, that God is one being with the world or that human beings are essentially divine, and that all religious truth is harmonious and convergent.

• that detracts from Jesus’ supreme authority over every human authority, over the church, and over our individual moral lives.

Question:

It’s December, and your town is throwing its annual Winter Celebration at the community center. The Celebration is a popular event. Almost everyone from the town gathers at the community center, shares apple cider and listens to the elementary school students sing a mix of Christian and non-Christian winter carols. One of the members on session is the President of the Community Center. She asks you, the new volunteer at the Community Center, to give a quick prayer at the opening of the event. But, she asks you to be sensitive to the different people of faith in the town and not to say ‘Jesus Christ’, but to use ‘God’ instead. This would be a great time to introduce you to the community. 

Using Scripture, the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order:

1. What are the theological issues involved?

2. What are the relevant Scriptural, Book of Confessions and Book of Order passages?
3. How might you respond?
