Essential Tenets

Week 3
HUMANITY—ORIGINAL RIGHTEOUSNESS AND FALL INTO SIN

Human beings were created by God in God’s own image—in true righteousness and holiness—to know, love, and obey God and be righteous stewards of the creation.

Our earliest forebears, instead of acknowledging, worshiping, and obeying God, became disobedient sinners and brought sin and death upon themselves and all creation.

There is now a radical brokenness and corruption in human nature that is the result of and results in sin. Sin is rebellion against God. No human effort can fully resolve or redeem this defect. Sin is destructive, contagious, parasitical, polluting, disabling. Human beings are sinners by nature, by influence, by choice, by action. 

While there is an inalienable glory and nobility to human beings because they are God’s image bearers, this image is now broken and distorted, and even our best and noblest actions are contaminated by sin. Every part of our human being—our personality, intellect, emotions, will, motives, virtues, and actions—is corrupted by sin. The human will, originally free and righteous, is now crippled and defective.

As a result, human beings are in bondage to sin and subject to God’s holy judgment.

Without God’s intervening grace and salvation, they are lost and condemned.


Scripture

Genesis 1:26-27; Psalms 51:5, 143:2; Jeremiah 17:9

Matthew 15:19-20; Romans 3:10-23; 5:18-19; 7:18-23; 8:7; Ephesians 2:1-3

Confessions

Scots Confession 3.03

Heidelberg Catechism 4.005, 4.006, 4.010

Larger Catechism 7.135, 7.137

Confession of 1967 9.12-13

Brief Statement of Faith 10.3


What Is Not Affirmed

• The notion that human nature is basically good and self-redeemable through good effort, discipline, improved environment, etc.

• The notion that man’s defective nature is the result of heredity or environment to such a degree that human beings are not morally responsible for their nature or behavior.

• The notion that God is the author of sin or that sin is part of his original plan to educate and improve humankind.

Questions:

You go to the grocery store after worship one Sunday morning. At the busy checkout line, you use your ATM card. The clerk asks if you would like cash back and you say, “Yes,” and press the $20 amount on the keypad. She hands you the receipt for your groceries along with your bags and the cash. As you are putting the bags in your car, you remember that you were supposed to meet a friend and need to hustle to make it on time. Just then, you notice that the clerk actually gave you two new $20 bills that are stuck together. You go back into the store and return $20. Later, when explaining to your friend about your tardiness, he says, “Why go back in? It’s their mistake and it’s only twenty bucks! Shoot, you’re a good person; God would understand if you kept it.” How do you respond?
Using Scripture, the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order:

a. What are the theological issues involved?

b. What are the relevant Scriptural, Book of Confessions and Book of Order passages?
c. How do you respond?






