ESSENTIAL TENETS

Week 2
GOD

We worship the one only living and true God who is revealed in the Bible and who is the source of all life, glory, goodness, and blessedness.

Trinity. With the holy catholic church in all ages, we confess the mystery of the holy Trinity—that there is one God alone, infinite and eternal, Creator of all things, the greatest good, who is one in essence or nature, yet who exists in a plurality of three distinct persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Creation/Providence/Sovereignty. God in the beginning created the universe and everything in it for the manifestation of God’s glory, eternal power, wisdom, and goodness. He is the sovereign ruler of creation, working all things according to the counsel of his omnipotent and righteous will. In gracious providence God continually upholds, directs, oversees, and governs creation—all creatures, actions, and things.

In sovereignty God has seen fit to accommodate free will among moral creatures, resulting in great cultural and cosmic good and terrible evil, disorder, and disobedience. Nevertheless, God is in no way the author of evil or sin, but continues to govern creation in such a way as to cause all things to work together for good for those who love God and are called according to his purpose. God opposes all evil and will certainly triumph over it and bring creation to a glorious consummation.

Grace. God is a God of love. In grace God chooses to show love and mercy. When we were dead in trespasses and sin, God made us alive with Christ, saving us by grace through faith, as a sheer gift of sovereign love.

Worship. God—and God alone—is worthy of worship. We respond to God by consciously and intentionally seeking to declare, explore, celebrate, and submit to God’s righteous and gracious kingship over all of creation and over every aspect of our individual and corporate life, and thereby “to glorify him and enjoy him forever.” (Westminster, 7.01) This is true worship.

Scripture

Genesis 1:1; Exodus 20:4-5; Deuteronomy 6:4; Psalm 47:2; Isaiah 45:5

Matthew 28:19; Luke 1:35; John 14:26; Romans 1:23; 8:28; 2 Corinthians 13:14;

Ephesians 1:7-11; Jude 1:25; Revelation 4:11

Confessions

Nicene Creed 1.1, 1.3

Scots Confession 3.01

Heidelberg Catechism 4.027

Westminster Confession of Faith 6.011-6.014

Larger Catechism 7.01

Brief Statement of Faith 10.1


What Is Not Affirmed

Any doctrine—

• that denies this doctrine of God’s triune nature, or refuses to confess the Trinity as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;

• that minimizes this doctrine as an unessential or secondary Christian tenet;

• that asserts that all religions are essentially true, that all religious beliefs are essentially in accord; or that the views of God held by the world’s major religions are equally valid;

• that confesses or celebrates belief in multiple gods or goddesses, or that identifies God as a goddess, or that worships God’s uncreated glory through idols or images representing creatures or creation.

The biblical doctrine of God’s sovereignty excludes:

• the notion that, if God is sovereign, our human efforts are in vain;

• the deistic notion that God created the cosmos like a watchmaker but is no longer personally involved in its operation or unfolding;

• any theology that denies or downplays the reality of evil or the enmity between evil and a holy God or the moral responsibility of humankind for sin.


Questions:

1. You go to a party at a friend’s house. You have met some of the people there, some you do not know. The weather is nice and your friend has a fire-pit in their back yard. It’s early evening, the fire is going and everyone gathers around to enjoy the evening. There are several different quiet conversations going on until one seems to draw others in. Some of the people you don’t know are talking with your friend about “religion.” The gist of their point is, “Well, all roads lead to heaven. I think if you are a good person, you try hard, God is going to understand.” Your friend asks them if they worship anywhere. “No,” they say, “we don’t believe in organized religion. Jesus is God for Christians, Jews have Moses, Muslims have Mohammed, Buddhists have Buddha…it doesn’t really make any difference.” Your friend ponders on this for a moment, sees that you have joined in the circle and says, “What do you think? Does it make any difference what God you worship?”

2. There’s a terrible automobile accident in your town. A driver under the influence of alcohol misses a turn and plows into a sandbox where a young child is playing. The child is killed. The family is well known in your community and belongs to your church. There is much anguish over the loss of this child. At the memorial service, other people from the community show up. Afterwards, a neighbor of yours sees you and comes over to talk. You chat together for a few minutes. Then, your neighbor says, “You know, it’s this kind of thing that made me stop going to church. I have a really hard time believing in a God who would let this happen. He could have stopped it if he wanted to. Why didn’t God stop it?”

Using Scripture, the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order:

a. What are the theological issues involved?

b. What are the relevant Scriptural, Book of Confessions and Book of Order passages?

c. How do you respond

