Reformed Distinctives

Week 13

STEWARDSHIP

God has given us all that we have and all that we are. He charges us with the responsibility of using all our abilities and gifts in his faithful service and to his glory—and especially to further the work and mission of the church, to relieve suffering and help the poor, to resist the devil and overcome evil. In particular God has ordered us to manage and care for creation as grateful stewards and obedient servants.

Jesus Christ is Lord of every area of our life—our spiritual life and our physical life; our social life including marriage, politics, justice, and culture; our intellectual life; our work life and our recreational life; the use of our bodies, our possessions, our resources, and our money. We are to be stewards of all of these things to manifest and extend the kingdom of God in the world, to extend the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth, and to bring glory to the name of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.

Scripture

Psalm 24:1

Romans 12:1; 1 Corinthians 4:7; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 4:8-11

Confessions

Larger Catechism 7.251

Confession of 1967 9.46

Brief Statement of Faith 10.33, 10.38

Questions:

Your neighbor and you are visiting in front of your homes one day. He laments that his teenage son “looks like a billboard.” The odd thing, says your neighbor, “is that he’s a Christian. All of the tattoos are symbols from the Bible. His earrings are crosses and one of the piercings is a nail to symbolize Christ’s crucifixion. I don’t get it, but it seems to work for him.” Then, he says, “You are pretty involved in your church. Is it ok to do these things? I don’t even know where or how to begin thinking about it; can you help me so that I can work through the issues with him?”

