Reformed Distinctives

Week 12

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

God’s redeeming and reconciling work in the world was accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and continues through the church, the body of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven in the world. Jesus Christ, as the Lord of the church, calls the church into being, declares its mission, and supernaturally equips it for its work. Its mission is:

• To be the provisional demonstration of the new reality God intends for humanity;

• To proclaim the good news of salvation by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, leading persons to repentance, acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord, and new life as his disciples;

• To make disciples of all nations;

• To demonstrate new life in Christ tangibly through its love for one another and the quality of its common life together, sharing in worship, fellowship, and nurture, practicing a deepened life of prayer and service under the guidance of the Holy Spirit;

• To participate in God’s activity in the world through its life for others.

The church is to commit itself fully to this mission, waiting for and hastening the

Lord’s coming again.


Scripture

Matthew 9:36-38, 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:13-15; 2 Peter 3:10-13

Confessions

Westminster Confession of Faith 6.058

Confession of 1967 9.06, 9.43, 9.44-9.46.


What Is Not Affirmed

Any witness of the Church—

• that distorts the gospel message or holds it captive to culture;

• that seeks justice apart from the truth of Christ;

• that elevates sociology, psychology, education or any other discipline above the clear

witness of Scripture;

• that self-righteously appeals to others to live faithful and obedient lives rather than

acknowledging the Church’s reliance on the grace of God and the power of the Holy

Spirit in its own life and witness;

• that is motivated by anything other than the love of Christ.

Questions:

 It’s November. Stewardship “moments for mission” begin popping up in the worship services. One Sunday, as a testimony is going on, you hear a visitor grumble, “I knew it. All they care about is getting my money.” She sees that you heard and is slightly embarrassed. After the service, you make a point of greeting her. “I liked the service,” she says politely. You sense that you have an opportunity to share a little more about the mission of your congregation. What do you say?

