Reformed Distinctives

Week 12-b

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

God’s redeeming and reconciling work in the world was accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and continues through the church, the body of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven in the world. Jesus Christ, as the Lord of the church, calls the church into being, declares its mission, and supernaturally equips it for its work. Its mission is:

• To be the provisional demonstration of the new reality God intends for humanity;

• To proclaim the good news of salvation by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, leading persons to repentance, acceptance of Christ as Savior and Lord, and new life as his disciples;

• To make disciples of all nations;

• To demonstrate new life in Christ tangibly through its love for one another and the quality of its common life together, sharing in worship, fellowship, and nurture, practicing a deepened life of prayer and service under the guidance of the Holy Spirit;

• To participate in God’s activity in the world through its life for others.

The church is to commit itself fully to this mission, waiting for and hastening the

Lord’s coming again.

One of the members of your congregation receives a denominational mailing including the following appeal:

Last year the religious community was instrumental in the fight to cancel much of Africa's unpayable debt. That Jubilee campaign brought many groups together, including the Washington Office, in their struggle for poverty relief. And it worked. Today, many poor people across the world are better off, but for how long?

Debt relief is one issue among many that needs constant attention; in fact, international debt relief will need to have its funding authorized by Congress this year. The work does not end, nor does our need for support. We urge you to join and support our work in Washington, to work with like-minded Presbyterians for the most important causes in the world.

He has recently joined your congregation and does not have a Presbyterian background. He asks you, “Is debt relief a big issue for Presbyterians? Are there others? I guess I just don’t quite get how this is related to Jesus. Can you help? What is the mission of the church?”
