Reformed Distinctives

Week 11

PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS

Every believer, as a disciple of Jesus Christ, is called to participate in his priestly ministry. A priest functions to reconcile people to God. Jesus Christ is the eternal high priest of God’s new covenant, who offered himself as an atoning sin offering on our behalf and who is our eternal advocate before the throne of God. “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.” All believers are called as disciples to do this ministry of Jesus—to participate in his priestly work of reconciling the world to God by proclaiming the gospel, doing the works of Jesus, and manifesting the reality and power of the kingdom of God in the world. This ministry is not reserved exclusively for ordained clergy and officers, but is the vocational privilege and responsibility of every Christian.


Scripture

Exodus 19:6 Matthew 10:1, 6-7; 28:18-19; 1 Corinthians 12:7, 14, 27; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:5-6

Confessions

Second Helvetic Confession 5.153

Confession of 1967 9.31, 9.38


Questions:

You are sitting around a picnic. Conversation is light when someone mentions that Martha, an older woman in the congregation, has been hospitalized. “I hope someone has gone to see her,” says one of your acquaintances. “Oh, I’m sure the pastor has,” says another. “It’s his job to do that, anyway.” There is a collective nodding from most of the rest of the group and the conversation moves on. After a few moments, Brad speaks up and says, “You know, I’m not real comfortable with how we just left that. Is it really the pastor’s job? Does that get us off the hook?” Brad then looks at you and – before you can think “I’ve got to stop coming to these parties” – says, “How about it? Who does those things in your congregation?”

