Reformed Distinctives

Week 11 - b

PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS

Every believer, as a disciple of Jesus Christ, is called to participate in his priestly ministry. A priest functions to reconcile people to God. Jesus Christ is the eternal high priest of God’s new covenant, who offered himself as an atoning sin offering on our behalf and who is our eternal advocate before the throne of God. “God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.” All believers are called as disciples to do this ministry of Jesus—to participate in his priestly work of reconciling the world to God by proclaiming the gospel, doing the works of Jesus, and manifesting the reality and power of the kingdom of God in the world. This ministry is not reserved exclusively for ordained clergy and officers, but is the vocational privilege and responsibility of every Christian.


Scripture

Exodus 19:6 Matthew 10:1, 6-7; 28:18-19; 1 Corinthians 12:7, 14, 27; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:5-6

Confessions

Second Helvetic Confession 5.153

Confession of 1967 9.31, 9.38


You sing in the choir. One Sunday, after church, you hear people really getting down on someone who is not there. They detail every negative aspect of the person in “can-you-believe” exasperated tones. Perceiving this to be gossip, you challenge them. It takes some courage, you think to yourself, but you fully expect them to realize the correctness of your observation. You are surprised, however, when one of the participants says, “Oh, it doesn’t make any difference. Who is it hurting? It’s not like we’re the pastor or anything. What’s the big deal?”

