Reformed Distinctives

Week 10

SANCTIFICATION AND THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in the individual and collective life of believers effects real transformation—a life of increasing holiness, righteousness, power, and love, as we are changed more and more into the image of Christ. Though Christians are marred by sin and imperfect until Christ returns, there is a substantial manifestation of the righteousness and power of the kingdom of God in the believer, the church, and the world through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit connects us to the life of Christ and releases in us the supernatural and saving power of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and glory.


Scripture

Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11; Galatians 5:22-25; Philippians 2:12-13; 2

Thessalonians 2:13

Confessions

Scots Confession 3.12

Westminster Confession of Faith 6.075-6.077

Shorter Catechism 7.035

Larger Catechism 7.188


What Is Not Affirmed

Any doctrine—

• That proclaims that total perfection occurs in this lifetime. (1 Corinthians 13:10-12)

• That proclaims “As though there were areas of our life in which we would not belong

to Jesus Christ, but to other lords—areas in which we do not need justification and

sanctification through Him.” (Barmen Declaration, 8.15)

Question:

1. You are at the church picnic. You are sitting with friends who have teenagers. “Oh, what a battle we had,” says June. “Trying to get Amy to wear appropriate clothing for church and church functions just sets off tempers all over the house. Every time, it’s the same thing, ‘It’s my life. No one else has the right to tell me what I should wear because it’s my choice to do what I want.’” There’s much sympathy around the circle. Then, someone says, “You know, I remember being like that when I was a kid, too. Now, I just get tired when people try to tell me what I have to do with money. Maybe when I’m retired I’ll just get to do what I want with my stuff.” A third says, “What do you think about what the Pastor said this morning about God having authority over every aspect of our life. What does God care about clothes and money if we believe in Jesus?”

