Essential Tenets and Reformed Distinctives

Sample Response

Question:

You child is in 6th grade science class. There is a discussion about the age of the earth, when dinosaurs lived, and the geological discoveries billions of years old. Another student in the class says, “My parents say that the Bible says that God made the earth in six days.” Your child comes home and asks, “What do we believe?”

Using Scripture, the Book of Confessions and the Book of Order:

a. What are the theological issues involved?

b. What are the relevant Scriptural, Book of Confessions and Book of Order passages?

c. How do you respond?

Response:

A. Theological Issues Involved:
1. What do we believe about creation?

2. How do we understand the authority of Scripture?

I. What do we believe about creation (relevant Scripture, BoC, BoO)?
1. Scripture

Genesis 1:1-2:3 

Genesis 2:4-2:25 

Job 38:4-39:30

Psalm 33:6 “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.”
Psalm 139

Isaiah 40:26 “Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these?  He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.
Isaiah 41:17-20 “The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst. But I the Lord will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, and the parched ground into springs. I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. I will set pines in the wasteland, the fir and the cypress together, so that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that the hand of the Lord has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it.
Isaiah 45:5-12

Isaiah 45:18

Mark 13:19

John 1:1-3, 10-13

Colossians 1:15-20

2. BoC

5.032 GOD CREATED ALL THINGS. This good and almighty God created all things, both visible and invisible, by his co-eternal Word, and preserves them by his co-eternal Spirit, as David testified when he said: “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth” (Ps. 33:6). And, as Scripture says, everything that God had made was very good, and was made for the profit and use of man. Now we assert that all those things proceed from one beginning.
6.022 (7.009, 7.124) It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of the glory of his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the world, and all things therein, whether visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and all very good.
3. BoO

None really address “creation.”

Response: 

(This is a sample response – it is not the answer. The point of the exercise is to be able to discuss what we have found in Scripture, the Book of Confessions, and the Book of Order.)

The Bible gives us a number of statements about creation, but it is not a science book designed to give a detailed explanation of how. Genesis 1, Genesis 2, and Job 38-39 all talk about creation, using different language to help us understand God’s role. The most important answer is, “who” is responsible for creation, and that is God. Science takes what God has created and begins to ask the question of “how” – it is a pursuit of the wonder of God’s wonderful work. 

The “six days” described in Genesis 1 may or may not be six 24 hour days. Other places in Scripture use time references generally; the point is that God’s word commands and it is done. Could it be six days? Yes, God is not bound by natural laws – he created natural laws. God is not bound by time – he created time. Is it six days as we understand six days? Maybe, but again, that’s not the point. 

Learn what your teacher is sharing. Think about the ways it reveals God’s hand at work in the world all around you.

II. How do we understand the authority of Scripture (relevant Scripture, BoC, BoO)?

1. Scripture

Joshua 1:8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
Joshua 23:6

2 Kings 22:13 “Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the Lord’s anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”
2 Kings 23:3

2 Kings 23:24

Psalm 102:18 Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created may praise the Lord:
Daniel 9:13 

Matthew 4:4 “Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’’” (see also Matthew 4:6, 4:7, 4:10)

Luke 10:26

Luke 18:31

Luke22:37 It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”
John 12:16

1 Corinthians 4:6

1 Corinthians 10:11

2 Corinthians 3:3

1 Thessalonians 2:13 “And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

2. BoC

3.19 As we believe and confess the Scriptures of God sufficient to instruct and make perfect the man of God, so do we affirm and avow their authority to be from God, and not to depend on men or angels. 
5.001

5.010-5.011 we hold that interpretation of the Scripture to be orthodox and genuine which is gleaned from the Scriptures themselves (from the nature of the language in which they were written, likewise according to the circumstances in which they were set down, and expounded in the light of like and unlike passages and of many and clearer passages) and which agree with the rule of faith and love, and contributes much to the glory of God and man’s salvation.
6.001-6.009 The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. (6.006) All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all;14 yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them.
6.052

9.27

9.29

3. BoO

G-1.0307 That all Church power, whether exercised by the body in general or in the way of representation by delegated authority, is only ministerial and declarative; that is to say, that the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and manners; that no Church governing body ought to pretend to make laws to bind the conscience in virtue of their own authority; and that all their decisions should be founded upon the revealed will of God.
G-2.0100b

G-2.0200

G-2.0300

G-2.0400

Response:

(This is more follow-up on the “creation” question; you can bet a child would ask, “Well, if six days does not mean six days, how do we know we can believe Scripture?)

Do we read all Scripture the same way? In some ways, yes; in other ways, no.

Scripture is the authoritative rule of faith and life. God inspired and has preserved it. It reveals God’s will for us. So, we read all Scripture to discern who God calls us to be; how God calls us to be; and to grow in our love through God by focusing our attention on his good ways. In that way, we read all Scripture the same way.

Scripture is not a text book or simply a rule book. There are lessons and there are commandments in it. Yet it also contains narratives (true stories), histories, family genealogies, poetry, and prophesy. Much of it is a written version of oral traditions handed down before writing materials were widely available. We do not read poetry with the same kind of thinking as we do historical narrative; so it is with Scripture. In that way, we read Scripture differently. 

Part of being a Christian is using Scripture to interpret Scripture. In other words, sometimes the poetry enhances our understanding of the narrative, and sometimes later Scripture reveals the real meaning of earlier Scripture. That’s how we know that the point of all the creation passages is to tell us “who” rather than be a scientific explanation of “how.”

