Resolution of the San Diego Presbytery

Adopted March 21, 2006

In response to the report of the Theological Task Force on the Peace, Unity and Purity of the Presbyterian Church (August 2005), and in light of the continuing dialog within our denomination regarding sexuality and ordination issues, the Presbytery of San Diego hereby resolves:

1. To pray continually that the PCUSA be restored in peace, unity, and purity through:


a. Fidelity to its own constitution

b. Faithfulness to its Reformed heritage

c. Unity in its biblical and confessional identity and mission

2. To deepen our connectional bonds within the presbytery as brothers and sisters in Christ as we affirm our Presbyterian polity, commitments, and heritage and to renew our commitment to Essential Tenets and Reformed Distinctives (Adopted by The Presbytery of San Diego June 2003)

3. To abide by the standards of the whole church as defined by the Constitution of the PCUSA (The Book of Order and Book of Confessions), particularly in regard to G-6.0106b and to reaffirm our church’s traditional teaching, constitutional standards, ordination requirements, and definitive guidance concerning human sexuality.

4. To extend the grace of Jesus Christ to all persons regardless of sexual practice or sexual brokenness, and to call the whole church to sexual wholeness as defined by our constitution and Scripture.
5. To consider immediately the following questions in the event of a significant change in the PC(USA)’s current standards related to (a) ordination and sexuality and/or;  (b) connectional polity. By July 15, 2006 the Moderator will appoint a task force which will present a plan to address these questions at the September 2006 Presbytery meeting. 

a. Does the change create a constitutional crisis?

b. Does the change create a state of biblical and confessional defection?

c. Has the covenant that binds our congregations and presbyteries together been breached?

d. Have the changes minimized or eliminated our covenantal obligation to abide by the polity and discipline of higher governing bodies?

e. Have the changes damaged or compromised the PC(USA)’s ability to exercise governance over its presbyteries?

f. What will be the future relationship between the The Presbytery of San Diego and the PC(USA)?

g. What future steps will The Presbytery of San Diego take to address our concerns with the PC(USA)?

6. To renew our commitment to our Long-Range Plan (adopted May 2005) which calls for:

a. Building healthy congregations

b. Building transformational churches

c. Collaborative mission efforts

d. New church development

